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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following Diſcourſe was firſt penned 
without the leaſt View to Publication. It now 
makes its Appearance from the Preſs, in Com- 
pliance with the IWiſhes of a few Friends, who 
hope that it may aſſiſt theſe, into whoſe Hands 
t may fall, in making a religious Improvement © F 
of the pr eſent State of Public Affairs. It 1s + 
ſubmitted with great Diffdence to the Candour 3 
of the Public, and the Divine Bleſſing. 


THE 
REGARD 


DUE TO THE 


DIVINE JUDGMENTS, 


IS ALIAH xxvi. 9. 


. For when thy Tudgments are in the Earth, « 
the Inhabitants of the World will learn Righ- 


 teouſneſs. 
AN hath three yraikk ſources of  religi. 


ous inſtruction open to him in the vo- 
lumes of Nature, Providence, and Revelation. 
All theſe daily invite our ſerious regard. © 
The book of Nature remains ths: ſame. 
which it was at the commencement of the 
world ; every kind of plants and animals 
which now exiſts being then formed. But 
yet, there is an ended variety in its beauti- 
ful Pages 3 ; and every part of the viſible crea® 


tion Will afford new delight and improvement 
. B to 


* 


( Is 


to thoſe who examine it with that minute at- 


tention 1t deſerves. 
The volume of Revelation is alſo complete. 
We are not to expect any new diſcoveries of 


the Divine Will; yet every day throws freſh. 


light on the contents of the Bible, and ren- 
ders its excellence and uſe more conſpicuous. 

But Divine Providence .is conſtantly pro- 
ducing new events, or at leaſt, events which 
have the appearance of novelty. It is indeed 
ſtrongly intimated by the wiſe man, that there 
is no new thing under the ſun. ** Is there 


ce any thing There it may be Ladd, ſee this 
is new * 


* 


Nothing which takes place 

in the world deſerves, Qrictl e to be 

ſo called. | 
Mankind, in all ages, have been governed 


by ſimilar motives; the ſame e have 
wrought ſimilar effects, and muſt {till be ex- 


hfnd to do ſo. 


But though in many inſtances a ſimilarity. 
may appear between one event. and another, 
which we are led to compare; yet in others, 


is there not. ſuch a diſſimilarity as ſtrikes us 


at leaſt with the air of novelty ? 


* Eccleſ. i. 10. 


It 


* 


. 
2 
Den 
ahi! 
N 


* 
5 
* 

8 
** 


þ 
* 
5 
2 4 
7+ ; 
„ 
ff 
. 
Bc 
We 
3 
1 
At 
. . : 
11 
** 
* 
57 
” * 


1 5 vl i 1 / 
n 1 af L 7 pl — OI Gs 
nd 7 WY 1 we Eee C2 AY J 4 S 
23 


43 
It is the duty of a Chriſtian, every day, as 


opportunity offers, to examine theſe three in- 


ſtructive volumes of which I have been ſpeak- 


ing. The lovely productions of one part of 
nature, and the more ſublime and magnifi- 
cent productions of another, ſhould direct our 


thoughts and affections to the great Author 


of being, and ſource of excellence, Who 
adorns the garden with its various beauties, 
gives the fertile field its power to ſupply both 


man and beaſt, and imparts to the tumultu- 


ous ocean and the ſpangled firmament, the 
awful majeſty and ſplendour they poſſeſs. 
And ſurely, if the volume of Nature de- 
ſerves to be read with diligence, the volume 
of Inſpiration ſhould be peruſed with no leſs 


care. Thy word,” ſays the Pſalmiſt, “ is 


4g light unto my feet, and a lamp unto my 
6. 2 1 a 
Nor ought the FOO 00 of Divine Pro- 


vidence by any means to be overlooked by us. 
„ Whoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve- thoſe 


6 things, even they ſhall underſtand the lo- 


6 ving- kindneſs of the Lord.” 5 


„ Pf. cxix. 105%. 


4 
- 4 # * = * OY - | o as 2 
k 1 
k 4 
* 


Cat) 


"It is univerſally admitted, that events have. 
taken place in the preſent day, of the moſt in- 


tereſting nature. To be altogether ignorant 
of "GG men muſt be ſecluded from Niet) . 
and to be indifferent to them, they muſt be 
regardleſs of ſome of the moſt important in- 
tereſts of mankind. If ever there was a time 


in which the judgments of God Were in the 


earth, this is the time. May God grant that 
the words of our text may have 8 accom- 
pliſhment, that the inhabitants of the world 


may learn righteouſneſs. 


The "NE from whence our text is 2 ons ” 


is a facred ſong, compoſed to be ſung when 
certain glorious prophecies which occur in 
the preceding chapter, ſhould have their ac- 


comptiſhment.. The Prophet takes notice of 


the conduct Which the people of God would 


e In troubleſome times, v. 8. In the 


„„ way of thy judgments, 0 Lord, have we 


& waited for thee ;” 1. e. when chaſtiſed, we 


have looked to no other hand but thine for 


relief. Our deſires have been towards thee. ; 


The Prophet alſo foretells, for the encou- 


ragement of them that fear God, what will 
be the effect of the divine viſitations. For 


when 


0 


when thy judgments are in the earth, the in- 


habitants of the world will learn righteouſ- 


. 


nes. 
From this paſſage of e I mall take 


occaſion to make the three following obſcr- 


vations ; 
I. There are times in which God viſits na- 


tions with the peculiar marks of his diſplea- 
8 Nog 


. 


II. The deſign of theſe. judgments is to 
communicate moral and religious inſtruction 


to men. 
III. It deeply concerns all thoſe who are 


| 3 the divine judgments, to endeavour to 


comply with this deſign, and derive inſtrue- 


tion from them. 
I. I obſerve, that there are times in which 


God viſits nations, with the nds; marks of 


his dif pleaſure; 


We are taught in part by the light of na- 
ture, and more fully by covelithouy that God 
is righteous in all his ways, and holy in. all 


his works. Hence ariſes this important fact, 


that as men ſow, they certainly reap. Sin 


brings with it its own puniſhment; and righ- 


teouſneſs, through the mediation of Jeſus, its 


B 3 ! own 
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own reward. Vet it muſt be acknowledged, 


that this doth not fully appear 1n the prefent 


ſtate. The ungodly, not untrequently enjoy 
great proſperity. ** Lo, theſe are the ungod- 


ly that proſper in the world, they SRI 


& jn riches.” Schemes of the blackeſt kind 


are ſometimes ſuffered to ſucceed ; and the 
worſt of men often attain the hicheſt poſts 


in ſociety. I have ſeen the wicked, ſays - 
& David, in great power, and ſpreading him- 


4 ſelf like a green bay- tree. 


On the other hand, the ſincere and ardent 


friends of religion at times languiſh in obſcu- 


rity and affliction. But the proceedings of 
the great day will throw light over theſe myſ- 
terious diſpenſations. The wicked have their 


good things bere, and will afterwards be tor- 
mented; the righteous have their evil things, 


but will then be comforted. 5 | 
But although the rewards and puniſhments 


| which nd with the characters of in- 


dividuals, be principally deferred to a future 


Nate, nations, if rewarded or puniſhed at all, 
- muſt be rewarded or puniſhed here. In the 
: preſent ſtate alone ſuch communities exiſt, 


n S 
In |. Fang 
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5 1 
and therefore here only are they capable of 


receiving providential ſmiles and frowns. 


Accordingly, it will be found, that the hap- 


pineſs of nations 1s in proportion to their re- 


card to the ſacred precepts of religion; and 
that when theſe have been notoriouſly vio- 
lated, the wrath of God has been diſplayed 


againſt them. God bears long with offending 
creatures before he executes his wrath ; but 


when their iniquities are at the height, ven- 
Ser will ſleep no longer. 


On this ſubject, the faithful pages of hiſtory 


throw the greateſt light. Trace that of the 


Jews o its various periods, and you 
will find, that when they were willing and 
obedient, they eat the good of the land; but 


when they walked contrary to God, he alſo 
wWalked contrary to them. 


And was not the wrath of God poured out 


alſo on other guilty nations, of whom we read 


in the ſacred volume? Nay, were not all the 


inhabitants of the old world, excepting righ- 
teous Noah and his family, overwhelmed by 


the univerſal deluge? Did not Sodom and 


| Gomorrah, whoſe crimes are notorious, fall 


by the conſuming flames? The guilt of 
B 4 . pt 


* 
Egypt was at its height, when it's impious 
Monarch declared that he knew not the 
Lord, neither would he let the people of Iſ- 
.racl go. And what was the conſequence of 
this oppoſition, in which his people ſhared 
with him ? Divine viſitations of the moſt 
'awful kind, 

And did not Wa and 1 and 
the famed cities of Greece and Rome, meet 
alſo with overwhelming judgments, when 
the meaſure of their iniquity was filled up? 
But we need not have recourſe to ancient 
hiſtory to prove, that there are ſeaſons in 
which the judgments of God are peculiarly 
abroad in the earth. Look at the events of 
the preſent day: you know their origin and 
their progreſs. Mighty changes have been 
predicted, both by men of religion and of the 
world &, to take place in that country, where 
at preſent confuſion reigns. Its inhabitants 


The ingenious and polite, but unprincipled Earl of 
Cheſterfield, ſeems to have diſcovered no ſmall ſhare of po- 
litical ſagacity in his conjectures ia the year 1752, reſpecting 
France. Letter 245 of his third volume contains many 
ſtriking particulars, when they are compared with recent 
events in that part of the world. TY 50 
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had long lain in a ſtate of ſervitude to popery 
and arbitrary power. At length, however, 
enlightened on the ſubje& — government, 
feeling their chains, and encouraged by the 
fue, exertions of a fc feign country, 
which, by a miſtaken policy, their rulers aſ- 
ſiſted, they attempted emancipation at home. 
The attempt was noble, the deſign was great. 
Every true friend to liberty, the Britiſh Con- 
ſtitution, and the Barnet of man, wiſhed 
them to ſucceed.  . | 
The proſpect was 3 and beautiful; but 
alas ! a thick cloud ſoon gathered and dark- 
ened it. Human nature is addicted to ex- 
tremes. Unforeſeen circumſtances aroſe, that 
diſconcerted the plan which wiſdom and mo- 
deration had formed. | 
| : Another reyolution took place, witch bas 
produced effects ſo ſtrange, ſo awful, and the 
iſſue of which is ſo uncertain, that we are 
ready to lay, a new thing is created in the 
earth. Royalty bleeds, , Nobility i 18 proſcribed, 
Eccleſiaſtics are baniſhed with unrelenting 
ſeverity, and the people at large are involved | 
in calamities of the moſt. dreadful nature. | 
And are not ſurrounding nations involved in 
troubles 


Cc wo.) 


troubles alſo ? Britain, though her fot hath 


not been ſtained by the blood of the ſlain, yet 
ſuffers in her manufactures, in her commerce, 


in the loſs of her treaſures, and i in 5 of her 


ſons. 


The diſtreſſes occafioned by the preſent 


commotions on the Continent, are felt more 
or leſs by all the nations of Europe. 

Nor has America been without the tokens 
of the divine diſpleaſure. We were ready in- 
deed to congratulate our brethren acroſs the 
Atlantic, on their exemption from the woes 
by which Europe is viſited. But though they 
have eſcaped the havock of the e they 
have felt the horrors of the peſtilence, and 
thus God hath ſhewn them he has more ar- 
rows than one in his quiver. Surely, firs, the 
judgments of God are abroad 1 in the earth, 


But, 


theſe awful viſitations; viz. to communicate 
moral and religious inſtruQtions to men. 
When thy judgments are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of the world will learn righteouſ- 
neſs, Now what leſſons are ſuch events in- 
tended to teach us? 


3 1. That 


2 


5 3 ; . 
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II. Let us proceed to conſider the deſign of 
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1. That whatever infidels may ſuggeſt to 
the contrary, God certainly is obſervant of 
WF the conduct, and ſuperintends the affairs of his 
creatures. It has been doubted whether ſpe- 
culative atheiſm can poſſibly exiſt, but it is 
indiſputable that there is much practical athe- 
iſm in the world. 
There is alas too -much of it in our own 
country. In France there appears tobe much 
ZH more, if we may judge from the contempt 
with which almoſt every thing ſacred is there 
treated. 
The fact ſeems to be, that not diſtinguiſh= 
ing between the abſurd tenets, and ſuperſtiti- 
ous ceremonies of popery and the ſolid truths, 
and reaſonable laws of chriſtianity, in their 
. Zeal to get rid of the former, they have alſo 
rejected the latter. A due regard to God is 
indeed very rare among the children of men. 
When nations have enjoyed a high degree of 
proſperity, and attained great weight in the 
political ſcale, pride, luxury, and forgetfulneſs 
of the moſt high, become too prevalent. Ven- 
geance delayed 1s apt to be deſpiſed ; becauſe 
judgments are not immediately felt, they are 
pot feared. 
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God intends therefore by ſevere viſitations, 


to rouſe men from this criminal ſtupor, to 
compel them to confeſs his exiſtence and per- 


fections, that he ruleth in the earth, and there- 


fore that ſin ſhall not always go unpuniſhed. 
2. God deſigns by his judgments, to teach 
men the neceſſity of an immediate and tho- 


rough reformation. . 


If the minds of men were properly diſ- 
poſed, nothing would give them a ſtronger 
idea of the guilt of diſobedience to the divine 


will, than reflections upon the divine good- 


neſs. - But unhappily, when enjoyments 
abound, they are apt to ſacrifice to their own 
vanity, to harden their hearts, and to put far 
off the evil day. 


— n deGemnd; acting. 
fore, to awaken them from their deluſive 


dreams. In their affliction, it may be hoped 
„they will call upon God.” 

Adverſity hath its benefits, as proſperity 
hath its ſnares. 


An univerſal reformation under at ca- 


lamities, though devoutly to be wiſhed, may 


not indeed is place. But is there not en- 
a , I K-22 
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(8137 
couragement to expect, that many ſhall fear 
and turn unto the Lord? | | 


I confeſs I am not a little conſoled, amidſt 
the ſtorms which at preſent threaten the na+ 


tions of Europe, with the proſpect of a brighter 


day. God doth noth not afflict willingly, 
cc nor grieve the children of men. If he cor- 
rect, it is in meaſure and ee elſe he 
«would bring us to nothing.“ 

Loet us not deſpair. It is nothing new for 


= God to defeat the deſigns of his enemies. In- 


fidelity at preſent, with more than common 
inſolence, lifts up its haughty head, but per- 
haps as Whiſton intimates, Antichriſt ſhall 
fall by its hands. It is not eaſy to erect the 
ſimple but majeſtic fabric of pure chriſtianity, 
amidſt the rubbiſh of popery. But that 
wretched ſyſtem, to ſupport which, both the 
civil and religious rights of mankind have 
been ignobly ſacrificed, is happily falling to 
decay. Let it fall, it has ſhin its thouſands, 
and its tens of thouſands. td 
So far as the events of the preſent period, 
oontribute to the downfall of the man of fin, 
We may ſay when confidering them, It is 
the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in 
66 our 
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our eyes.” Let us hope, that through the 
wiſdom and grace of God, the commotions 


which now agitate the world, will in the iſ- 
ſue, effectually ſubſerve the cauſe of religion. 
Men contend for ſovereignty over one ano- 
ther, but God principally regards the growing 
empire of his ſon. 


III. But I haſten to obſerve, that it deeply. 


concerns all thoſe who are under the divine 


judgments, to derive that inſtruction from 
them, which they are intended to convey. 


And here I with to apply the ſubject, parti- 
cularly to ourſelves. It cannot be denied that 
we are under providential frowns. But what 
improvement ſhould we make of our n, | 


ſituation ? 


In the 1ſt. 1 let us be truly chankful 
to God, that although we ſuffer in common 


with other countries, yet we are not the prin- 


cipal ſufferers. 


By the effects of the preſent unhappy war, 
the ſplendid proſperity which Britain lately 
enjoyed, is for a time eclipſed; yet which of 
her ſons would exchange his native land for 
any other country in Europe? 


Do 


N WELYE n Y 0 & 2 6 
rr 
ISI YG 1 Fn 2 
Z Ae ar 
Sn Ee Ek * e N Sn . py 
3 - LAS 
th « > 1 


iz 
IHE 


- N 

2 F FLIES 
2 n 

ee e e 
Mo ite AE I I 

£ F 

8 T 
=” * &. 


TED 


Do not the protection afforded our pe 
ſons “, property and good name, and the full 
liberty we have to worſhip God according te 
the dictates of conſcience, demand from us a 
tribute of reſpe& to our civil governors, and 

of gratitude to God? Ewls no doubt exiſt in 
e country, which require reformation, but 
none exiſt which demand a revolution. While 
we admit, (and who can deny it) the right of 
all nations, to chooſe by decided majorities, 
the particular forms of government they ſhall 
eſtabliſh, we have long had reaſon (and ſurely 
the confuſions on the Continent have not a 
little ſtrengthened it) to triumph in our own... 
The true ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution is 
equally repugnant. to the tyranny of deſpots, 
and the licentiouſneſs of democracy. 
It appears to me to be a duty, under pre- 
W ſent circumſtances, to be peculiarly thankful 
to God on this account. 
he zeal with which ſome reſpectable characters have . 
lately been proſecuted, on a charge of ſedition, has ariſen, I 
hope, not from the wiſh of our civil governors, to check a 
ſpirit of free and candid political difcuffion, but rather from 
the circumſtances of the times, which leading them ſtrenu- 
ouſly to oppoſe violent meaſures: on one ſide, have perhaps 


given riſe to meaſures. W too ſtrong on the other. A 
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2. Let us humble ourſelves under our na- 
tional calamities, that they may not be in- 
creaſed. A time of affliction ſhould be a time 
of humiliation. God hath a controverſy with 
us, though we have reaſon to ſing of mercy, 
as well as of judgment. His hand is ſtretched 
out againſt us. What the end of our preſent 
troubles will be it is impoſſible to ſay: As a 
nation we have certainly demerited the ſevereſt 
judgments, but if we reform, the ruin we 
have deſerved may be mercifully prevented. 
He therefore will be found the beſt patriot 
who exhibits: the pureſt example of repent- 


ance, reformation, and univerſal goodneſs. 
Let us then break off our fins by righteouſ- 
neſs, -and our iniquities by turning unto the 
Lord. To conclude, . | 


7 Let us exert ourſelves to the utmoſt, 
to ſubſerve the great deſigns of God, in the 


judgments that he inflicts upon others. How 
long ſoever the preſent unhappy conteſt with 


our neighbours may continue, ſtill let us re- 
member they are our fellow-creatures, and 
entitled to our regard. Circumſtances may 
ariſe which juſtify going to war, but no cir- 


des will juſtify a ſpirit of hatred and - 


malevolence. 
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malevolence. Love your enemies is one of 


the nobleſt precepts of chriſtianity; let us en- 
deavour by Divine grace, to imbibe its genuine 


ſpirit. Then ſhall we pray for France as 
well as Britain; not that in her boaſted zeal 


for liberty, ſhe may inſult with impunity, a 
nation, whoſe liberties at preſent are ſuperior 
to her own (forbid it patriotiſm) ; nor on the 
other hand, that extirpation may overtake 
her for her crimes (forbid it humanity) ; but 
that her preſent calamities may humble her 
lofty ſpirit, and lead her to acknowledge the 
rights of God and ſurrounding nations; and 
that peace, a wiſe government, and religion, 
untainted with the corruptions of the papal 


ſyſtem, may be eſtabliſhed throughout her 


territories. Amen. 


HE END. 
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